
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����������������������������� ���	�
���	�
���	�
���	�
��� �
���������	
 �
 · 
 �
�

 �������������
 · 
 �����������

���
���
�
���
�� 
��
��
 · 
!�"
���
�
�
�� 
��
��

#$%���&
��'�()������*��
 · 
+�������&
���*)������*�� 




 
 
 
 
«Bright prospects: A mountain is investing in the f uture.» 
 
 
 
 
Documentation for media and partner information on the PILATUS-
BAHNEN construction project, 3 November 2009 
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PILATUS-BAHNEN are investing in the future. The competitive edge is being secured for the 
coming years with targeted investment. The construction project will extend over the period 
from October 2009 to spring 2011 and is divided into four main stages. 
 
Main stage 1: 

HOTEL PILATUS-KULM  *** superior – historic mountain hotel, 1890 

Total renovation of hotel & gastronomy 
 
Opening: May 2010 Restaurants, dining rooms, terrace and Pilatus Business Centre 

with new seminar and banquet rooms 
Opening: August 2010  Hotel rooms and new à-la-carte-restaurant in Queen Victoria  
  Saal 
 
Architect:  ARCATURE, Atelier de réalisation et conception d'architecture SA 
 Pierre Gurtner, Architecte EPFL/SIA, 1020 Renens 
 www.arcature.ch 
 
Today’s Hotel Pilatus-Kulm is a listed historic monument. It was built in three stages between 
1890 and 1903 and underwent extensive renovations in 1949 and 1990. Around 10 years 
ago, a production kitchen was installed at first basement level and a self-service restaurant 
integrated. 
 
Hotel rooms: modern Alpine style  
As a historic mountain hotel, the Hotel Pilatus-
Kulm will position itself in the three-star-
superior segment. Today’s rooms are to be 
converted into 27 comfortable guest rooms 
and three suites. The spacious rooms will 
have a new, modern Alpine style. Each will 
have an own suite bathroom with WC, 
washbasin and shower – and of course a 
breathtaking view! The renovated Hotel Pila-
tus-Kulm will have a new guest lift and also be 
wheelchair-accessible. 
 
The building shell will also be renovated at the 
same time and the hotel from the belle époque era will gleam in renewed splendour thanks to 
new windows and window shutters.  
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Rooms, restaurants and terrace: historic and unique  
All Hotel Pilatus-Kulm restaurants will now be with service. The historic Queen  
Victoria Saal will become an à-la-carte-restaurant and the Dohlenstübli and Cheminée Saal 
will be given a facelift. Today’s Restaurant Pilatus Stübli will be converted into the hotel en-
trance, lobby and cosy bar. 
 
Seminars and banquets: even more options 
Today’s Panorama Restaurant will become the new Pilatus Business Centre offering four  
banquet/seminar rooms with a link to the Mythen Foyer and Dragon Forum. Sliding partition 
walls will allow a flexible use of space, either as four single rooms or one spacious area. The 
new rooms will be equipped with the latest seminar facilities. This will create even more flexi-
bility and capacity for future seminars and banquets on Mount Pilatus. 

Examples of layouts for new seminar and banquet rooms for up to 150 persons: 

 
HOTEL PILATUS-KULM – Capacity after renovation  

Room Seats Notes 

Queen Victoria Saal* 160 A-la–carte restaurant 

Cheminée Saal* 75  

Dohlenstübli* 35  

Entrée, lobby & bar 15 Entrance area with lobby and bar 

Pilatus Business Centre 270 Four new flexible seminar and banquet rooms  

including Mythen Foyer and Dragon Forum 

Sun terraces 250 All terraces with service 

TOTAL 805  

* Double function à-la-carte/banquets 
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Main stage 2:  

PANORAMA GALLERY – The ultimate in spectacular views 

New building 
 
Opening: May 2011 
 
Architects:  Graber und Steiger Architekten Luzern, GmbH 
 Niklaus Graber & Christoph Steiger, Architekten ETH/BSA/SIA 
 6003 Luzern 
 www.graberundsteiger.ch 
 
The Panorama Gallery will be the crowning glory on Mount Pilatus! The impressive, seem-
ingly crystalline silhouette of the Pilatus massif will be assimilated into the new Panorama 
Gallery and further projected in architectural form. All-round glazing will give uninterrupted 
views of the magnificent mountain world. 
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The wind and weather-proof Panorama Gal-
lery links the Hotel Pilatus-Kulm with the 
Hotel Bellevue and serves as a pivotal 
point, which will clearly and easily regulate 
visitor flow and also be an inviting place to 
spend time in bad weather. Gastronomic 
attractions are also being expanded: the 
interior of the Panorama Gallery will house 
the Steinbock Bar selling snacks and drinks 
and a new souvenir shop – the Dragon 
Shop – will also be integrated. The entrance 
area for the Hotel Bellevue with reception, 
information, ticket sales and offices will be 
redesigned. 
 
 
Panorama terrace 
 
The new panorama terrace, over 1.000 m2 
in area, will have a breathtaking platform 
with spectacular panoramic views. This will 
include a small arena that can be used for 
numerous events. The experience will be 
rounded off by gastronomic offers in the 
pavilion. The new areas in and on the Pano-
rama Gallery will make an ideal venue for all 
kinds of events and exhibitions. 
 
 
 
 
 
A new building will be constructed close to the summit station of the cogwheel railway to im-
prove logistics. Goods transfer and the power control centre will be relocated here. 
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Main stage 3: 

HOTEL BELLEVUE ***  – an all-round concept 

Total renovation of gastronomy 
 
Opening: December 2010 
 
Architect:  ARCATURE, Atelier de réalisation et conception d'architecture SA 
 Pierre Gurtner, Architecte EPFL/SIA, 1020 Renens 
 www.arcature.ch 
 
The former hotel was reconstructed as a circular building after a fire in 1963. The ground 
floor now holds a souvenir shop, offices and technical services. The first upper floor has two 
restaurants with kitchen, the second and third upper floors houses guest rooms. The Hotel 
Bellevue will remain in the present three-star segment and no alterations are being made to 
the guest rooms.  
 
Restaurant and Bellevue terrace 
Today’s two restaurants, the Taverne with service and the self-service Express, are to be 
converted into a new, modern self-service restaurant with free-flow. The kitchen will also be 
renewed. 
 
The self-service gastronomy will provide fast 
and attractively priced catering for individual 
and group guests. A new main entrance to 
the restaurant from the panorama terrace will 
be built towards the west. The parapet will 
have an approx. 60-cm-high glazed screen as 
protection against the wind to enable better 
use of the terrace.  
 
Capacity after renovation  

Room Seating 

Self-service restaurant 160 

Sun terrace (self-service) 200 

TOTAL 360 
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Main stage 4: 

Alpnachstad – The gateway to Obwalden, setting the scene 
 
Opening: May 2010 
 
Architect:  R. Fürsinger Architekt / Bauleiter AG 
 Richy Fürsinger, 6370 Stans 
 www.fuersinger.ch 
 
The Pilatus experience begins at the very latest in Alpnachstad. With improved facilities and 
redesigned space, this location will set the scene for an unforgettable trip up to Mount Pila-
tus. 
 
The redesigned area will have a more friendly appearance and guests will enjoy even better 
service, contributed to by a new ticket pavilion, optimized guest flow and a waiting room. A 
bus terminal is planned at the ticket pavilion/station on Ringstrasse. Today’s Restaurant Cha-
let will remain in its present location as a bistro, with some minor adaptations (listed building). 
There will be a summer terrace in front of and beside the Chalet. A new service pavilion will 
be built for storage, cold storage and public WC facilities. 
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Information on construction 
The prevailing logistical and meteorological conditions make construction on a mountain ex-
tremely challenging and place the highest demands on construction management and build-
ing contractor. The transport of renovation and building material to and from the site will be 
carried out by rail, aerial cableway or helicopter. 
 
In spring, summer and autumn, as much material as possible will be transported by cog-
wheel railway and in winter by aerial cableway only. Tents will be erected in Alpnachstad and 
Kriens to store material. Work is planned to be carried out in the period between October 
2009 and spring 2011. 
 
The greatest challenge is to ensure the smooth co-existence of regular services and the 
building site. Some restrictions must be expected during the building phase. PILATUS-
BAHNEN and the building contractors will make every effort to ensure that the Mount Pilatus 
excursion remains an enjoyable experience during the construction period.  
 

 

More information: 
André Zimmermann, CEO  
Telephone: 041 329 11 11 
E-mail: andre.zimmermann@pilatus.ch 
 


